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webinar on educational issues of Madhesh was organized on 4th

of November, 2020 amidst the tailing off of Covid-19 infection
in Nepal. It had two intentions: a) since CEPP began its work in this
ethno-geographic region, it needed a perspective for its confidence for
interventions, and b) bring about the issues of education of Madhesh
as Province 2, that represents the core of the region, has one of lowest
indicators in educational indices. Major concern was that this geographic
region that gave all the gurus to the hills and mountains was not doing
well in education. People from different walks of life who had and are
likely to have influence on education including federal and provincial
ministers for education, leaders educationists and civil society activists,
local government representatives including women, dalits and Muslims
took part in the Webinar (a list participants follows).

The most pressing issue that came up most frequently was that
discrimination was the main issue hindering education in Madhesh. Kinds
of discriminations ranged from caste-based (being on top) to gender to
geographic locations (situation along the Highway and along the border
of India and in between). Discrimination by Nepali state also came
prominently and it was mostly reflected through the imposition of Nepali
as the national language as the medium of instruction. Participation
of people from Madhesh also felt reduced in civil services confined to
teaching where an entry was informal. Later, they were regularized based
on the length of service rather than a standard exam.

Q0



VR

Another large cluster of issues was related to governance. Education
has not been a priority for any tiers of the government. Municipalities
are new and have limited capacity to manage education, lack perspective
to prioritize it. Weak co-ordinative role of the Provincial Government
was also felt responsible for low efforts in education. People also noted
that high investment programmes such as Beti Bachau Beti Padhau (Save
Daughters, Educate Daughters) also needed evaluation and refinement.

Among other common problems of the country asawhole including the
management of teachers also prominently came up. Their role to perpetuate
discrimination was also mentioned as most of them come from better
backgrounds while pupils came from lower socio-economic strata. Other
issues included corruption, inadequate resources, lack of accountability and
poor infrastructure. Other meta-debates about education not being able to
teach about everyday problems of life, and not being employment oriented
came up. Ironically, while education has not been a political agenda, extreme
partisanship was also in over supply in the region.

A movement for education led by the youth was felt needed to
respond to the anomalies. Stress was laid on parental, particularly mother,
education as well as vocational education of out of school youth. Selection
of teachers was emphasized with demands that this authority should come
to the lower levels, criticizing the federal level for retaining this right
to itself. More thoughts and dialogues were felt on the issue of private
schooling, as now, more and more children get enrolled in public schools
but rely on private schools for studies. An evaluation of the daughter
education programme was demanded.

Obviously, intervention in education entails working to address
all kinds of discrimination mentioned. Not much has been addressed
about this from the educational front. Concern and capacity in dealing
with educational issues will be necessary. Coordinative leadership of the
Province can bring significant changes for the improvement of education.
A detailed report in Nepali (and Maithili - language spoken by most in
Madhesh) is under preparation and will be made available on request.

This document presents the background of the webinar followed by the

summary (the same as this one) and interesting excerpts from the participants
Jollowed by the list of participants with their short introduction. g
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List of Participants

Moderator: Surendra Labh (PhD) Economist, Policy Think-tank Member.
Co-conveners of the Webinar: Chandra Kishor, Journalist, Columnist,
Gandhian, leeka Bhattarai, Coordinator and Member Secretary, CEPP

Speakers/Commentators

Binay Kumar Kushiyat (PhD), Economics - Researches on Ed., Tribhuvan University
Krishna Kapri (Secretary), Ministry of Social Development, Province 2

Raj Rajak, Social Activist, Ambedekarian

Pramod Mishra (PhD), Lewis University English Department (US) and Columnist
Salma Khatun, Deputy Mayor, Pokhariya Municipality, Parsa

Abdul Rauf Khan, Retired District Education Officer; Campaigner for Madarsa Ed.
Nawal Kishor Yadav, Director, Asman, NGO dedicated to education in Madhesh
Tula Narayan Shah, Head, Madhesh Foundation, Social Activist

Sarvendtranath Shukla (PhD), Politician, Former Minister of Education

R N e

10.  Mohna Ansari, Former Member, National Human Rights Commission

11.  Kedar Bhakta Mathema, Former Vice Chancellor of TU, Diplomat, Educationist
12.  Bidyanath Koirala (PhD), Professor, Faculty of Education, Educational Activist
13.  Pradip Giri, Politician, Socialist, Member of Parliament from Siraha

14.  Nawal Kishor Shah, Minister for Social Development, Province 2

15.  Giriraj Mani Pokharel, Minister for Education, Science and Technology

3R HAYMT NI FaT © FEl IEURE



Participants

Akhilesh Chaudhary, Secretary, School Mgmt Committees Federation of Nepal
Amrit Yonjan-Tamang, Lingguist, Language Activist and Tamang Scholor
Anant Kumar Lal Das, Headteacher, Journalist

Anil Ranjit, Photographer, Multimedia teacher and Path, (NGO)

Asmi Koirala, Student

Bimala Manandhar, Provincial Education Officer, Province 2, UNICEF

Binay Ojha, Save The Children, Province 2

Bir Bahadur Rai, Former Teacher, NGO Education Campaigner

Brabim Kumar KC, Politician, Youth Activist, Development Communication
Chandan Kumar Karna, John Hopkins University, Province 2

Gunja Ray, Lawyer, Activist

Sushma Dwivedi (PhD), Sociologist

Kanhaiya Jha, Retired Professor of Management, Political Activist

Krishna P Paudel (PhD), Agriculturist, Policy Analyst, Alliance of Agri for Food

Krishna Thapa, Chair, School Management Committee Federation of Nepal (SMCF)

Lalan Dwivedi, Teacher turned Campus Chief - now retired.
Laxmi Karna, Professor, Social Science, Social Activist
Monika Singh, Social /Political Activist

Mumtaj Miya Ansari, Social Worker

Naresh Gupta, Social Worker

Narmaya Thapa, Save-the-Children

Nirdosh Ali, Ex President, Muslim Commission of Nepal
Paban Adhikari, Teacher Trainer, Samunnat (an NGO)
Prakash Silwal, Educational Journalist, Educational Journalist Society
Prakash Tharu, Tharu Rights Activist

Rakesh Yadav, Public Health Professional

Ramesh Devkota

Ram Bharos Kapari ‘Bhramar’, Linguist, Literateur

Ram Narayan Kurmi, SMC Chairperson

Rani Jha, English Teacher, St Mary’s School, Lalitpur

Rita Kumari Sah, Writer, Madhesi/Women Activist

Roshna Subba, Educational Journalist

Shantan Sapkota

Shail Shrestha, Bicycle Campaigner, Young Environmentalist
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50.  Shivhari Bhattarai, Journalist

51.  Shivnath Raut, Kahar Education Activist /Learning Centre

52.  Shreedhar Paudel, Educational Journalist, EduKhabar

53.  Sindrela Dewan, Alliance of Agriculture for Food

54.  Sohan Sah (PhD), Researcher, Martin Chautari

55.  Somat Ghimire, Political Analyst, Development Worker

56.  Sujata Tamang (PhD), Women and Agriculture Specialist, Alliance of Agri for Food
57.  Sulav Giri, Teacher Trainer, Life Skills, Samunnat (NGO)

58.  Usha Jha, Member (Education), National Planning Commission of Nepal

59.  Usha Titikshu, Photo journalist, Social Justice Activist, Cyclist and Path (an NGO)
60.  Yuba Raj Laudari, Teacher Trainer, Samunnat (NGO)

Participants from the Center for Educational Policies and Practices:

Basanta Rai (Chair) Samrat Katwal (Vice-Chair), Ram Bhattarai (Treasurer),
Bijaya Subba (Board Member, Editing of this Report), Surendra Ghale (Reporting),
Arati Thapa (Management), Pravin Yadav and Bishnu Chepang (Staff).
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